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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: DENTIL OR DENTICLE? 

Harry E. Salyards 


EAC’er Brad Karoleff, who co-edits the John Reich Journal , recently called to ask my 
opinion on the above question. I told him that I’d never really considered it, but in the interest 
of standard terminology, would do so. 

We’re talking, of course, about those tooth-like ornaments around the periphery of most 
United States coinage prior to the design changes of 1909 - 1921- though of course the 1793 
Liberty Caps had a beaded border, and the reverse used on S-1 9 through S-21 shows an 
almost serrated margin: I’m borrowing from Walter Breen, in the Glossary to his Encyclopedia, 
in making this three-way distinction. But Sheldon called the devices on the latter die “denticles 
. . . long and heavy, with sharp points.” Is this appropriate usage? 

Both words derive from tiie Latin, dens, meaning “tooth.” Brad told me that “dentil” had 
a long history of use in architecture; and indeed, the only definition in my Random House 
Unabridged Dictionary is, “any of a series of closely-spaced, small, rectangular blocks, used 
especially in classical architecture beneath the coronas of Ionic, Corinthian, and composite 
cornices.” This sounds pretty formal, but not necessarily inapplicable - though the word 
“rectangular” gives some pause. The proximate derivation of the word is from the French 
dentille, a feminine diminutive form for “tooth.” 

Dentil, however, does not appear in the original Latin. Denticle, with an appropriate 
Latin ending, does. According to the New Latin Dictionary , edited by Charlton Lewis and 
Charles Short (New York: Harper, 1880), still a standard work, denticulus means “a little tooth” 

- and by extension, “an agricultural implement with teeth,” and in architecture, “a modillion, 
dental, a small ornament between the frieze and larmier.” Now I’m clearly over my head in all 
this architectural terminology; but it seems clear that the original word was denticulus. 
Similarly, there is no Latin equivalent for the English “dentillated”; but our “denticulated” comes 
directly from denticulatus, “furnished with small teeth.” 

What about usage in the classical copper literature? I can’t find Doughty (1890) 
referring to this type of ornamentation as anything but “milling” - though he does refer, by way 
of contrast, to the “dotted border” on each of the three 1793 Liberty cap obverse dies; but only 
the obverses! (Pp. 1 1 - 12) In describing the 1798's, George Clapp (1931) used “denticle”; and 
Sheldon, as we’ve seen, followed suit. Walter Breen, on the other hand, clearly favored “dentil” 

- it alone appears in his Glossary. 

What do I think? That “denticle” has primacy of usage and antiquity of etymology in its 
favor. That “little teeth” and not “rectangular blocks” comes closer to my vision of what 
surrounds the fields of IB*’ and 19“' century United States coins. But perhaps you disagree. 

. . Maybe “little teeth” is a relative term, and it should be “denticle” on a half dime but “dentil” on a 
silver dollar! What do you think? 
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BLUNDERED EDGE LETTERING: THE REAL EXPLANATION 

Russell J. Logan 


Recent articles in Coin Worid and now in Pennv-Wise have alluded to the 
“blundered” edge lettering seen on the early Federal coppers as being the result of 
“slippage” in the Castaing machine. This is a term that has also been used by many 
prominent scholars to describe the blundered edges observed by nineteenth and 
twentieth century numismatists. To concur with this hypothesis about copper coins 
without scrutinizing the more numerous silver Federal coinage withholds from the student 
more than 90% of the available evidence. 

Because the Castaing machine was used only briefly on the early coppers, it 
makes sense to examine the other Federal issues which depended on this edge making 
device. The bust half dollar series of 1794 to 1836 yielded 84 million lettered edge coins. 
These include enough blunders and oddities to enable the student to study and reverse- 
engineer the equipment used, and to understand the quirks of the operators. 

During the late 1970's, I hypothesized that the half dollar blundered edges had 
been created when the operator improperly reset the Castaing machine to its starting 
position. Further study convinced me that the Castaing machine (and its operators) were 
consistent between series. But what was not consistent was the accepted explanation 
of how these blundered edges were created. On one hand we had Walter Breen’s 
Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents telling us on page 18 that “Blundered edges 
on United States dollars and half dollars, as well as on cents and half cents, come not 
from blundered bars but from a planchef s slipping and overlapping of inscribed portions.” 
On the other hand we had Ivan Leaman and Don Gunnet’s publications in the America’s 
Silver Coinage by the American Numismatic Society’s COAC (1986) stating on page 44, 
“The incomplete retraction of the sliding die is the cause of missing and overlapped 
letters.” 


In order to end this controversy, I constructed a working model of a Castaing 
machine. I ordered a couple of those eternal self-inking stamps: one read FIFTY CENTS 
OR and the other read HALF A DOLLAR *. I mounted one on a rack, driven by a pinion, 
and one was fixed. The planchet was a disc of aluminum, the same thickness as the 
width of the ink pads. Everything else was just like all the pictures in Breen, Taxay, 
Pennv-Wise . Coin World . Leaman / Gunnet, Cooper, Ewing, Bressett / Newman, and 
Curtis. With the last page of the second edition of Overton at arm’s length, I proceeded 
to make the majority of the edges that Al Overton described. / did this by deliberately 
failing to reset the crank to the starting position. The model was demonstrated to 
collectors and was big hit at the John Reich Collectors Society meeting at the 1993 ANA 
annual convention in Baltimore. It has since then been out on loan for several occasions 
to members of the John Reich Collectors Society for numerous club programs. 

This model demonstrated, above everything else, that the blundered edges were 
the product of the operator and not of the machine. The first word on the second edge 
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die would be either missing or blundered when the operator failed to reset the machine 
properly. 

But since ail numismatists are not members of JRCS, I took to the design board 
once again. When scrutinizing the accompanying diagrams, please remember that the 
second edge die of both the large and half cents started with the word FOR and that the 
equivalent word from the illustrated half dollars was HALF. By using the HALF A 
DOLLAR * die as the movable die, one may generate a whole family of edge lettering that 
has parts of HALF A missing, or by interchanging the two dies, one may generate a 
second series of blundered edges that focus on the word FIFTY. This same logic may 
be applied to the word FOR in the large cent lettered edge inscription: ONE HUNDRED 

FOR A DOLLAR. 

The following are several additional comments I’d like to make on Salyards’ 
observations: 1) The observed “rarity” of blundered edged coppers must be 

compared to half dollars of that same period, i.e. 1794-5. Early half dollars with 
blundered edges are as rare and are not to be compared with the Capped Bust 
Halves. Also note that an article published in the April 24, 1995 edition of Coin World 
by Henry Hettger listed 17 different offset edges of large cents. 2) If one can turn 
back to Physics I and the analysis of forces and moments by drawing free-body 
diagrams, one will realize that the forces between the opposing edge lettered dies 
and the planchet are equal and opposite. 3) The “imbalance” of letters on the half 
dollar Castaing dies were was corrected in 1814 when the star was added to the 
second die, i.e. HALF A DOLLAR *. [This revision did not decelerate the production 
of blundered edges!] 

To sum up, there was no “slippage” that occurred between the die and the 
planchet to produce these blundered edges. There was no “slippage” that occurred 
in the drive mechanism. These edges were produced as a direct result of operator 
error: the insufficient retraction of the movable edge die resulted in an offset from the 
normal starting point, it would be much more appropriate to call these coins “offset 
edges.” 

Editor's note : Not only did Russ send this article with its schematic illustrations, he 
packed up and sent me his Castaing machine! I promise to play with it myself and, 
with Russ’s permission, i’ll keep it long enough to bring it with me to EAC ‘96, so the 
rest of you can do the same. 
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Torque Applied 



The rack and moveable die are properly 
retracted and planchet positioned at the 
base of the fixed die (Fig. 1a). Force is 
applied to the pinion and the planchet 
starts to rotate (Fig 1b). Finally the 
finished edge lettered planchet is 
released (Fig 1c). 
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Improper Retraction of Moveable Die and Rack 


Driv® Pinion 


Fig 2a 
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Edge of Planchet 


Rxed End Stop 


Torque Applied 




When the rack and moveable die are not 
retracted to ther correct starting position, 

an "offset” transpires 2a). This 
offset prevents the initial pari of the 
moveable die from contacting the planchet 
(Fig 2b) thus making an offset edge: FIFTY 
CENTS OR A DOLUTR * (Fig 2c). 
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ANOTHER 1794 BLUNDERED-EDGE CENT 


Red Henry 

Jim Hart’s article in the last issue, describing the blundered-edge 1794 cent he had found and inquiring into 
the scarcity of others, sent me (and doubtless many other EAC members) scurrying over to the copper cabinet 
to see if there were any such blundered edges to be discovered there. My lettered-edge wreaths and Heads of 
‘93 were well-inspected at purchase and after, so 1 started with the Heads of ‘94 — and didn't have to look for 
long. When 1 picked up the S-22 and examined its edge lettering, I found the interesting word HUNDREDFOR, 
making the legend read ONE HUNDREDFOR A DOLLAR. 

Dr. Harry Salyards, in last issue's Introduction by the Editor, discussed the causes of the edge blunders and 
conjectured that “most of the edge errors on the cents should involve ‘FOR’.” Since the lettering error on this 
S-22 did indeed result in skipping some space next to that word, it may be evidence for the malfunction which 
Dr. Salyards proposed as the cause, which as 1 understand it was slippage of the planchet in the Castaing machine 
at the moment of engagement by the edge dies. 

In this edge legend, the space between D and F is a little wider than the ordinary spaces between letters of 
each word — ^but not by much. The skipped space between HUNDRED and FOR means that a quarter of the 
coin’s circumference is blank, between the leaf after DOLLAR and the word ONE. I’ve never photographed 
a coin ’s edge before, but I placed the S-22 on a mirror and took a close-up photo of that word, HUNDREDFOR. 

Details for those keeping statistics: This S-22 is a smooth but retoned tan coin with sharpness grading 8/4, 
net G-5, later die state with STATES OF and ONE CENT weak. The coin was acquired from Jim Long about 
a year ago. 

I didn’t find any more edge errors in my own collection, but some have to be out there. More and more of 
these blundered edges may come out of the woodwork, if collectors will re-examine their 1794’s with the edges 
in mind. And what about the 1794’s in slabs, where the lettering can’t be seen? Maybe a few of them will now 
be rescued from their plastic caskets, for examination: a little bonus for the world of copper. 



The edge blunder: HUNDREDFOR 


I’m also submitting the following tidbits in case no one else has excavated them yet. 1794 

cents with blundered edge lettering have been mentioned before in Penny-]Mse, and a quick check 

through the P-W CD-ROM yielded several examples, namely: 

1 . S-63 with the word FOR missing, and a faint R shows close after HUNDRED discussed in 
an inquiry by Adam Butcher, P-kV Vol. II, 1968, P. 21 . 

2. S-57 with “Edge lettering doubled, right side up, upside down,” a VF coin, listed by 
Tom Moriey in his short article Oddballs and Oddities, P-WVol VIII, 1974, P. 142. 

3. S-57 with “Double edge lettering,” a VG coin, listed by Mr. Morley in the same article 

4. S-56 with the word FOR missing, listed by George E. Ewing, Jr., in his article Edge 
Devices, P-W\/o\. XV, 1981, P. 229. 

5. S-26 with two leaves between DOLLAR and ONE, listed by Mr. Ewing in the same 
article. 


***’k***ir***1e* 
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Finally, Dick Young sent a note indicating that Auction '88: 1012, an AU 
S-21 which he now owns, has the edge blundered "ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR." 
John Wright had already termed the error "decidedly unusual in anything 
near that grade" when he received the following from Walter Breen. It's 
inimitable Walter; but with its talk of "slippage," suddenly, curiously 
dated. --the Editor. 


Dear Mr. Young: 

Sorry for delay in replying. I have been out of town much of 
the time, while mail piled up; when I've been in Berkeley I've had 
to deal with multiple crises, culminating in a death in the 
family , 


rne edge blunder (slippage error) ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR is 
very rare. Every instance of it I have seen or heard of has gone 
into the Cent Book; all are listed below. It could occur on 1793 
S-llb, 11c and the Liberty Caps, but to date none is even rumored. 
On 1794 it is reported for the following varieties; 


S-21. Yours. lAlhich Stack sale did it come from? I don't have 
the catalogue. Please let me know so that I can send the data in 
to A.lan Meghrig to be inserted in the 1794 document. (He is 
uploading my documents from diskettes onto a hard disk, pending 
arrival of updated pedigrees from Del Bland and P. Scott Rubin.) 

S-41. G. Kraft 1/23, G.H. Clapp, AdlS . 

S-46. Kagin, Van Cleave: 5050. 

S-48. Baldwin, G.H. Clapp, .ANS . 

S-49. Elder 87:244 (12/10/13). In Elder's Hays it is called 
"Hays IK"; in McGirk's serial, McGirk 9A.2 . 

S-52. C.E. Clapp, 12/24 to G.H. Clapp, ANS . (Verify.) 

S-56. "Anderson Dupont" 80a. 

S-67. Michael F. Higgy, AdlS. 

S-72. Merkin 3/67:156, Van Cleave:5076. 


Other varieties may exist with this blunder; many collectors 
don't bother to check edges. It may be significant that I found 
none among the 35,000 unpicked Early Cents I attributed in the 
1950s (the project that forced changes in rarity ratings for Penny 
Ir'Ihimsy ) . 


The diversity of varieties on which this blunder occurs 
argues against all these blanks coming from a single malfunction; 
S-21 dates to mid January 1794, S-72 to Dec. 30, the others at 
widely scattered intervals. 

The only similar item reported for 1795: S-74, edge ONE 
HUNDP£DR A DOLLAR.. Mehl 2/31, G.H. Clapp, ANS. 

Thank you for letting me know about your coin, and for your 
kind words about my books . 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 27: MARIS 66v 
John Griffee 


Collectors might call this variety ‘Narrow Shield’, ‘Sprig of Leaves Under Shield’ or ‘Long 
Rope’ but nothing will replace its well-known name of ‘ Braided Mane’. For the last 40 years auction 
houses (Schulman, Spiro, 3/55), have referred to the coin as ‘Braided Mane’ so no other title can 
replace it. 

Dr. Maris described the 66 obverse, “The mane is long and combed all the way down the 
neck, with a slight twist but no part; thus distinguishing it from all others.” And the reverse as, “Small 
shield with sprigs, which nearly touch two of the punctuation stars.” The plate for the 66v in B & M, 
Quartette, 3/92, L1432, makes this clear. 

Unfortunately, there are a great number of low grade 66v’s and 67v’s where the mane is 
smooth — the ears will give you the final confirmation of variety: the ears on 66v are close to the 
legend and the large ear points between the “C” and “A” whereas the large ear on the 67v points 
to the “C”. 

Dr. Maris called 66v, “very rare” as he had seen only three coins with this die combination. 
If he could see the number of coins in the following CC list I am sure he would be shocked! More 
than ten years ago Stack’s (Picker, 10/84, LI 788), acknowledged the large number of 66v’s 
available and started calling it a R5. I agree! 

Listed below are all the 66v’s in auction catalogs I own where I do not know the present 
owner or location of the coins. If you own one of these coins, or know of someone who does, 
please let me know. 


A ‘P’ means the coin was plated. ‘L’ is short for “Lof and ‘F PL’ is “Fixed Price List”. 


Chapman, Mills 

4/04 

F 

— 

L467 

Elder, Miller 

5/20 

G 

— 

LI 792 

Chapman, Eaton 

5/29 

G 

— 

LI 84 

Schulman, Spiro 

3/55 

EF 

P 

LI 600 

New Netherlands, #51 

6/58 

VG/F 

— 

LI 67 

Harmer, Rooke 

11/69 

VF 

— 

L222 

Harmer, Rooke 

9/76 

VF 

— 

L263 

Kagin’s, ANA 

8/77 

G-VG 

— 

LI 02 

B & R, Branigan 

8/78 

VG8 

— 

L47 

Stack’s, Roper 

12/83 

F 

P 

L312 

Stack’s, Coin Galleries 

2/86 

G 

~ 

LI 362 

B & M, Taylor 

3/87 

EF45/AU50 

P 

L2270 

Stack’s, Romano 

6/87 

G 



L62 

Stack’s, Foreman 

5/89 

VG 

— 

LI 438 

B & M, Aspen 

8/89 

VF20 

P 

LI 055 

B & M, Schenkel 

11/90 

VF35 

P 

L5490 

Mary Sauvain, FPL #1 

12/90 

VF 

— 

#46 

B & M, Quartette 

3/92 

EF40 

P 

LI 432 

Stack’s, Starr 

1/93 

VF 

P 

L1018 

Jeff Rock, FPL #9 

7/94 

G 

— 

L316 
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From information obtained from NJ. collectors, I have compiled the following condition 
census for Maris 66v. 


You will note that there are 42 coins on this condition census list - since a R6 coins is 13 
to 30 PCS., I am sure you will agree the Maris 66v should now be a R5 coin. 


1. 

MS60-63 

Noted Western collector 

2. 

AU55 

Noted Western collector 

3. 

EF45-AU55 

B & M, Taylor, 3/87, L2270; B & R, Garrett, 10/80, L1471; Henkels, Maris, 
6/1886, L479 

4. 

AU50-55 

Tony Terranova; B & M, Frontenac, 1 1/91 , L224 

5. 

EF 

Richard Picker; Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, LI 600 

6. 

EF 

Stack’s, Starr, 1/93, L1018; Stack’s, Hessberg, 6/91, L1328 

7. 

EF rough 

Roger Moore; McCawley-Grellman, Griffee, 10/95, L357; EAN, 3/95, L155; 
B & M, Quartette, 3/92, L1432; Henry Garrett; Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, 
L1601 

8. 

VF30-35 

Noted Western collector 

9. 

VF35 porous 

Angel Pietri; EAN, 5/91 , L88; San Diego Show, Washington State, 8/90, 
L2468; B & M, BB & R, 3/90, L1 1 18; Jeff Rock, FPL #1 , 3/89, #177; B & 
M, Cole, 1/86, LI 251; Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L242 

10. 

VF35 rough 

B & M, Schenkel, 11/90, L5496 

11. 

VF 

ANS 

12. 

VF fissured 

Northeastern collector; B & M, Dodson, 6/84, L3259; Dr. Stanley Sherr; 
Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, LI 602 

13. 

VF 

NJHS, bequest of Frederick A. Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

14. 

VF20 

B & M, Aspen, 8/89, L1055; NASCA, Kessler, 4/81, L2311 

15. 

VF damaged 

David Palmer; San Diego Show, ANA Midwinter, 3/90, L2450 

16. 

VF20 

Richard August 

17. 

VF20 

Chris Young 

18. 

VF 

N.Y. collector #4; Norman Pullen 

19. 

VF porous 

Mary Sauvain, FPL#1, 12/90, #46 

20 

VF 

Harmer, Rooke, 11/69, L222 

21. 

VF 

EAN, FPL, ?/90, #80 

22. 

VF 

Harmer, Rooke, 9/76, part of L263 

23. 

F - VF flawed 

Dennis Wierzba; Stack’s, Hawn, 12/93, L843; T. D. Howe, Jr.; Stack’s, 
Kissner, 6/75, LI 72; Damon Douglas 

24. 

G/VF 

Ray Williams; McCawley - Grellman, Griffee, 10/95, LI 09; Stack’s, 
Foreman, 5/89, LI 439 

25. 

F 

Earley, L2117; Chapman, Mills, 4/04, L467; N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, 
L437 

26. 

F 

Stack’s, Roper, 12/83, L312; Stack’s, Robison, 2/82, LI 87; Stack’s, 
Kissner, 6/75, LI 71; Damon Douglas 

27. 

VG8/F15 

Peter Scherff; B & M, Saccone, 11/89, L1647; Harry Rescigno; B & M, 
Taylor, 3/87, L2271 

28. 

VG/F 

New Netherlands, #51, 6/58, LI 67 

29. 

VG/F 

Maine collector #1 

30. 

VG/F 

P. T. Quigley; Bill Anton; Edward Black 

31. 

VG8 

B & R, Branigan, 8/78, part of L47 

32. 

VG 

ANS; Henry Grunthal (1945) 

33. 

VG damaged 

Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, L1438; Stack’s, Bareford, 5/84, L202; New 
Netherlands; Brand, 1909; Hall 
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34. 

VG 

NJHS; Frederick Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

35. 

VG 

NJHS; Frederick Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

36. 

G-VG 

Kagin’s, ANA, 8/87, part of LI 02 

37. 

G 

Elder, Miller, 5/20, LI 792 

38. 

G 

Chapman, Eaton, 5/29, LI 84 

39. 

G 

Stack’s, Coin Galleries, 2/86, LI 362 

40. 

G 

Stack’s, Romano, 6/87, L62 

41. 

G 

Kansas City, Mo. Collector; Jeff Rock, FPL #9, 7/94, #316 

42. 

? 

Bill Anton 

43. 

? 

Bill Anton 




THIRD ANNUAL NEW JERSEY COPPER SYMPOSIUM 

Ray Williams 

The Third NJ Copper Symposium was held on Friday night, October 20, 1995. Starting at 
5:00, it lasted almost 5 hours, including a pizza break. Starting off, Dennis Wierzba discussed the 
practicality of using the present EAC rarity scale when classifying NJ Coppers. The consensus at 
the end of the discussion was that the R1 , R2 and R3 rating were too high for the NJ series. The 
rarity scale given in Bill Anton’s 1975 CNL article on NJ’s was much closer to reality. When asked, 
no one knew which rarity scale Michael Hodder uses when he catalogs. A decision was made not 
to attempt to change the rarity scale used for colonials without first checking with experts in other 
colonial areas. 

Dennis had made a chart comparing the disparate rarity ratings in the Griffee Catalog. 
When doing the cataloging of John Griffee’s NJ’s, Michael Hodder gave the rarity of each NJ, and 
where there were disagreements among this database, John Griffee’s records, and NJ Symposium 
findings, Michael listed all three opinions. After discussing all the disparate rarities, the only one that 
provoked vigorous dissent was Michael’s dropping the Maris 65-u from R5 to R2. It was agreed 
that R5 is too high, but an R4 or R3+ would be more in line. 

John Lorenzo gave an abbreviated talk about the Atlee broken A punch - a synopsis of the 
talk he’ll be giving at the COAC at ANS. There was much discussion about the relevance of die 
punch linkage and its usage as a research tool. Many differing opinions were offered, and no 
decisions had been made by the time we had to stop and continue with other parts of the program. 
John had provided handout material on the talk along with the third revision of the NJ Copper CC. 

John Griffee provided an advance copy of Part 27 of his P-W series on NJ Coppers, this 
one on Maris 66-v. John also gave out information about various lots in the auction, which occurred 
Saturday night. 

Also provided as a handout was Walter Breen’s unpublished manuscript on NJ Coppers. 
Page 68 of this handout could not be deciphered from the old photocopies. A readable copy of this 
page has been obtained in the mean time. If you have the manuscript and have not received the 
replacement page in the mail by the time you read this, please send a LSASE and I’ll send one - 
my address is 924 Norway Ave., Trenton, NJ 08629. Although much information in Walter’s work 
is outdated, it would have been a classic if it had reached print in 1955. I understand that the 
person Walter was working for would not provide the $400 necessary to go to print! What is 
invaluable is the pedigree information and die states he had observed. This work will be valued by 
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all who received it. I’m sure Walter’s happy knowing that his work has not gone unnoticed or 
forgotten! 

The main theme for the third NJ Copper Symposium was die states. Tom Madigan, who 
had written a three part series in P-W about die states of NJ Coppers, came up to NJ to conduct 
this section of the Symposium. With the large attendance, it was decided to have collectors bring 
forward one NJ variety at a time, and they were compared under a video camera and monitored 
on two televisions for all to see. This worked well for raw coins, but proved difficult for coins in 
plastic or cardboard 2x2 holders because of the reflection of the lights. Many interesting die states 
were seen. One of the most memorable was a Maris 16-L on which it was plainly visible that at 
three o’clock on the obverse was a die chip, not a rim cud as is generally believed. 

Bill Anton brought a Maris 74-bb which was a fascinating coin. Dr. Maris believed this coin 
to be a coutterless variety and also without a swingletree. The coin Bill brought clearly showed both 
a coulter and swingletree. Bill also brought a dazzling progressive die state set of Maris q reverses. 
It has now become tradition that Bill brings something to every Symposium that will take your breath 
away. 


I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the Third NJ Copper 
Symposium - the success of these events is directly proportional to the involvement of all present. 
If anyone has ideas or suggestions for the Fourth NJ Symposium, please let me know. 

************* 


MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING REPORT 
Tom Reynolds 


On Saturday, October 28, 1995, an EAC meeting was held at the Pennsylvania Area 
Numismatists (PAN) Coin Show held in Pittsburgh. Members and guests included; 


Harry Colbom 
Steve Ellsworth 
Jeff Goodall 
Carl Huszar 
Robert Leist 
Dwight Mader 


Jim McGuigan 
Tom Reynolds 
Bob Starliper 
Terry Stef I 
Robert Zavos 


The infomnal meeting was chaired by Tom Reynolds. After introductions, the upcoming 
Robbie Brown II Sale was discussed. Tom updated the group on recent acquisitions made by 
Robbie that enhance the collection. It should be an exciting Copper Event, with many rarities and 
Condition Census pieces going to new homes. 


Tom also provided a brief update on the Breen early date large cent book. 

The next edition of CQR should see major revisions in pricing. Jack Robinson has been 
soliciting input from many individuals. 

The C4 Convention, held October 20 - 22, was discussed. It was a successful event and 
the group is planning another convention next year. 


************* 
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1996 HALF CENT HAPPENING 

Mike Packard 


The following half cent varieties have been selected for the 1996 half cent 
happening: 


1796 

C-1 

B-1 


C-2 

B-2 

1809 

C-4 

B-1 


C-6 

B-6 

1849 

C-1 

B-4 


C-1 

B-1 


The 1796s are both scarce varieties, the C-1 exceedingly so. Curiously, the no pole 
variety (C-1) comes only in high grade (AD or MS) or in low grade (generally below a full 
VG). There is a strange absence of VF and EF specimens. While the 1809 C-6 is a 
common variety, strong strikes are encountered only infrequently. Perhaps we will be 
fortunate enough to have several strongly struck specimens on hand. I look forward to 
seeing all of you, and all of your examples of the above six half cent varieties, at the half 
cent happening in Philly next May. 


************* 


NEW EAC COMPTROLLER SOUGHT 


Jim Holtz’s tragic and untimely death has left a feeling of sorrow in all of us. Jim was a 
wonderful guy and an enthusiastic member. As many of you know, Jim was a CPA who 
has served as EAC comptroller during the past several years. We need to find a volunteer 
EAC member who is a certified public accountant or has equivalent experience to continue 
in Jim’s big footsteps. If anyone can help out, please contact 

Phil Ralls 
EAC President 
Box 631 

1200 North State Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 


************* 
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NOTICE 


1996 ELECTION OF NATIONAL AND REGIONAL OFFICERS 


Article IV, Section 3 of EAC’s by-laws provides that the membership shall elect the 
president, vice president, secretary and treasurer and that elections are to be held 
every three years. Elections were last held in 1993. The terms of the present officers 
expire with the 1996 annual meeting. It is, therefore, appropriate to elect officers to 
serve for the 1996-99 term. 

Article VII, Section 2 of the by-laws provides for the election of a chairman and a 
secretary for each region. 

All members are eligible to vote for national officers. In the case of regional officers, 
you may vote for those officers for the region in which you live. The regions are: 


Region 1 - 

New England; 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut. 

Region 2 - 

New York: 

New York, New Jersey, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Canada. 

Region 3 - 

Mid-Atlantic: 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia 
West Virginia, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina 

Region 4 - 

Southeast: 

Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, Tennessee. 

Region 5 - 

North Central: 

Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Illinois, North Dakota, 

South Dakota Nebraska, Kentucky, Iowa. 

Region 6 - 

South Central: 

Kansas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Nevada, Arizona, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Texas. 

Region 7 - 

West: 

California, Washington, Oregon, Montana, 
Wyoming, Utah, Idaho. 


A ballot for the election of both national and regional officers will be included with the 
mailing of the January issue of Penny-Wise. At that time, we will provide instructions 
on completing and mailing the ballot. Election results will be announced at the EAC 
Annual Business Meeting to be held Sunday, May 5, 1996 at the EAC Annual Meeting 
which will be held at the Doubletree Inn in downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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Article X, Section 2 of EAC’s by-laws provides that the president shall appoint a 
Nominating Committee who, in turn, shall nominate candidates for each of the national 
and regional offices. The Nominating Committee is as follows: 


San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
805-541-6743 


Dale Anderson 
P.O. Box 12160 


Daniel W. Holmes, Jr. (Chairman) 
Morrison Products, Inc. 

1 6900 South Waterloo Road 
Cleveland, OH 44110 
216-486-4000 


Cindy Grellman 
P.O. Box 951988 
Lake Mary, FL 32795 
407-321-8747 


Mike Packard 
4905 Village Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
703-273-1304 


Any member who is interested in holding an office or who would like to nominate 
someone for the office is urged to please so nominate any member. It is important that 
nominations be received by a Nominating Committee member no later than December 
31 , 1 995. This date is necessary in order that the Nominating Committee can meet and 
that the ballot can be included with the January issue of Penny-Wise. 


Sale lots started arriving in September, with 9 consignors so far. Consignments normally 
start after Thanksgiving, so I’m off to a flying start. 

Middle Date collectors will be able to fill a very elusive hole . . . 1837 N7!!!l A proof-only 
variety, there are only 7 specimens known of this rarity. A very nice circulated piece in VG8 has 
been consigned. Start saving your money. 

Once again, the Sale will be limited to 500 lots, and the $100 per lot minimum for half cents 
and large cents will be followed. Problem-free coins are especially desired, but rarities in less than 
choice condition will be considered. 

Finally, it is important to remember that there is no 10% buyer’s fee. This translates into 
higher net proceeds for consignors. A hypothetical example is given in my article on page 274 of 
the 9-15-95 issue of Pennv-Wise . 

Once again, the deadline is January 31, 1996. For further details, see the “Call for 
Consignments,” on the following page. 


************* 


1996 EAC CONVENTION SALE UPDATE 
Tom Reynolds 


************* 
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EAC Sale 

1 « 9 « 9«6 


CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 


The Sale Committee is soliciting consignments for the 1996 EAC Sale to be held in 
conjunction with the annual Early American Coppers Convention. The Convention will be 
held in Philadelphia, PA. 

The Early American Coppers Convention is devoted exclusively to early U.S. copper 
coins; EAC’s members are the most active and interested in this field. Your early U.S. 
copper coins will thus receive full exposure to serious copper collectors and dealers. 


The Sale will be limited to approximately 
450 to 500 lots. It is the Committee’s goal 
that the Sale be composed of. (see insert 
directly right) 


TYPE 

LOTS 

Half Cents 

30-100 

Large Cents 

350-400 

Colonials 

15-20 

Hard Times Tokens 

15-20 

Literature 

10-15 


In past years, choice, scarce and rare coins have brought very strong prizes. The 1996 
Sale should continue this tradition. Better coins and consignments are requested. Large 
cents should have a minimum value of $100 per coin. Coins other than Large Cents will be 
accepted regardless of value, to the extent explained in the report of the EAC Sale 
Committee (September, 1991 issue of Penny-Wise) 


Commissions are charged to defray 
the costs of the EAC Convention, and 
are on a sliding scale based upon 
convention costs and the total Sale 
gross receipts. Commission rates will 
be; (see insert directly right) 


There are no buyer’s fees in EAC sales! 

There will be a 2% consignor buy-back charge. 

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE ^ JANUARY 31, 1996 


Gross Receipts 
$000,001 -$150,000 
$150,001 -$250,000 
$250,001 - $300,000 
$300,001 - $400,000 
$400,001 - $500,000 
$500,001 and up 


Commission Rate 
8.0% 
6.0% 
5.0% 
4.0% 
3.5% 
3.0% 


All coins should be sent via REGISTERED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED. 
Consignments may be hand-delivered to Tom at major coin shows. 

Feel free to contact Tom Reynolds in advance to discuss your coins, and to 
review the advantages to you and to the Club of consigning to the EAC Sale. 


CONTACT -V 


Thomas Reynolds 
Post Office Box 24529 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 
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WILLIAM J PARKS - 1907-1995 


John Wright writes ... 

Bill Parks was horn in Atlantic City, NJ on 31 Oct 1907 and married 
Dorothy Mae Kauffman in March 1932. The Parks lived in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, moved to Florida in 1946, and to Orlando in 1960. 

Bill was EAC charter member 32 (1967). He printed the first 114 
issues of PENNY-WISE (Sep67-May86), ran an Orlando coin shop 
Jul68-May70, and was EAC Treasurer Jul68-Jul70. Mabel Ann & I 
met Bill in July 1968 and we were regular friends over the next 
27 years. 

Bill’s home was the gathering place for the Wright family in 
August 1986 for our daughter’s wedding and was a regular stop for 
our annual trip to the FUN convention. He always seemed to be 
more interested in the people than in the coins. 

Bill liked terrapins (land turtles) and had a pen in his back yard 
where he kept several that he had roadside-rescued over the years. 

In November 1994 Bill and Dorothy moved to Tampa where one of their 
four daughters could care for them. And on 13 September 1995 Bill 
died in his sleep. 

He left his bride of 63 years, daughters Joan, Janice, June, and Jean, 
many grandchildren and great-grands, and many longtime EAC friends. 
Mabel Ann and I are both happy and saddened to be two of them. 


Mabel Ann Wright writes ... 

Bill Parks was a people-person and a true servant of EAC. For many 
years he printed PENNY-WISE on a press in his home. His wife Dorothy 
helped him with all the details of printing, collating, counting, 
stuffing envelopes, addressing, and transporting to the nearby post 
office for mailing. In later years, a grandson helped him with 
transporting P-W to the post office. 

Bill, EAC #32, jumped right in to help EAC become the organization 
it is today. He was more interested in the people than the coppers 
and he had some interesting stories. John and I first met him at his 
coin shop on Colonial Drive in Orlando. He was very enthusiastic about 
EAC and did his best to recruit us -- until he got the name and realized 
we’d already been there, done that. We became friends quickly. 
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Bill and Dorothy welcomed us into their home often and we enjoyed just 
visiting. They also welcomed our daughter Betsy when she moved to 
Orlando. They helped her find an apartment and were like grandparents 
to her. We eagerly showed them around our area when they visited 
Michigan. Their friendship was special to us. We will miss Bill. 


Margaret Beeler (Mama Mimeo) writes ... 

It was so good to hear from you and it doesn’t seem possible that it 
has been nine years since I was involved with EAC. I do appreciate you 
sending me issues of PENNY-WISE, but I really have no interest in it 
as I do not collect coins of any kind. I would appreciate you taking 
me off the mailing list but I would like to have the November 1995 issue 
since it contains news of Bill Parks. 

I was sad to read of his death. I had known him for more than 30 years 
and I had always enjoyed working with him. I remember so well when we 
worked on the first edition of PENNY-WISE in conjunction with Dr. Lapp. 
They wondered then how it would appeal to its members. No doubt it has 
been a huge success from that small beginning. The present Editor and 
Printer are doing an excellent job and your membership has really grown. 

It was, I believe, 28 years ago in 1967 when Bill Parks and Dr. Lapp 
had the idea of a publication which was later named PENNY-WISE. I 
mimeographed 75 copies for the first mailing. When I see what has been 
accomplished over the years by the dedicated efforts of Bill Parks and 
others the result has been a huge success of these publications. Bill 
Parks will be sadly missed even though he has not been actively engaged 
these last years, but I believe he has been quite an inspiration on 
those who have followed him. 

<]> 

REMEMBERING JIM HOLTZ 

Phil Ralls 


Jim Holtz, EAC comptroller, recently died tragically and senselessly in an automobile 
accident. Jim was a great guy. When we reorganized the financial affairs of EAC a couple of years 
ago, Jim was a willing volunteer who graciously gave of his time, expertise and judgment. Jim, a 
talented CPA, was instrumental in righting EAC’s ship in a time of great need. 

One of the great pleasures of that time was my opportunity to get to know Jim. He was at 
that time an intelligent and inquisitive large cent collector, just starting on the pleasurable journey 
we have all experienced - learning the lore of the old coppers, struggling with grading, agonizing 
over purchases and sometimes over opportunities that didn’t come our way. Jim had, over the last 
couple of years, refined his collecting goals. When he was taken from us, he was just beginning 
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“The Chase” for those fascinatingly imperfect yet wonderful cents that would fulfill his collecting 
goals. It’s too bad that the best period of Jim’s collecting life was so brief. I know he would have 
loved learning about and assiduously seeking cents that met his tasteful criteria, aspects of a 
collector’s life that are often more satisfying than the mere possession of a piece of copper history. 

Jim was an intelligent, thoughtful and compassionate man. He exhibited all of the fine 
qualities of the true EAC’er - eager, helpful, and talented volunteerism, all with the good of the club 
at heart; a keen interest and love for the early coppers, exemplified by an intelligent, open minded 
search for knowledge. I am glad to have known him. I am sorry for those of you who had not yet 
had that privilege. While the loss of Jim is more heart-renderingly felt by his family, his EAC family 
will miss him, too . . . more, unfortunately, than I think many of us will ever know. Go peacefully, 
Jim, into your eternal reward. 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of 
P-W . Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the 
Membership Committee before the January issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER # 

Jack G. Hoffman 

Elk Run Hgts, lA 

4327 

Ryan Miller 

Munster, IN 

4328 

Roxanne Goldberg 

Elkins Park, PA 

4329 

Joseph J. Renzi 

Greenville, DE 

4330 

Chris Schwerdt 

Catonsville, MD 

4331 

Robert A. Jacks, Jr. 

Newark, OH 

4332 

Gail Kraljevich 

Malvern, PA 

4333 

Tom Knopp 

Charlotte, NC 

4334 

Mark Manders 

Ventura, CA 

4335 

Grant BarlovI 

Greer, SC 

4336 


************* 


THE NOYES CHALLENGE 


In previous articles in “Penny Wise,” reprinted in the introduction to my books U.S. Large 
Cents 1793 -1814, and 1816- 1839 , 1 presented criteria for grading early coppers. Since then, I 
have received many favorable comments about these articles and have discussed the subtle 
nuances of grading and evaluating large cents with many EAC’ers. But now, for the first time since 
Jack Robinson’s landmark auction sale in January 1989 (it really was that long ago!) do EACers 
have an opportunity to compare and refine their grading skills. 

On January 27, 1996, the Robinson S. Brown collection of large cents will be auctioned by 
Superior Galleries in Los Angeles, California. This auction sale will include all the Sheldon varieties 
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from 1793 to 1814 with virtually all of the NC’s, and a complete set of Newcomb varieties from 1816 
to 1 839. If you are a beginning or intermediate collector of copper, the educational value of this 
auction is as beneficial as an EAC Convention. That plus the fact that Superior knows how to throw 
a GREAT party, makes sunny, warm L.A. the mandatory place to be the last week of January. 

You should receive your catalogue in December, 1995. HERE’S THE CHALLENGE; Read 
the catalogue and decide what coins interest you - not just to buy, but to view in person and check 
your grading not only with that in the catalogue, but also with the team that grades coins for The 
Noyes’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents and Copper Quotes by Robinson (CQR), the standard 
reference guide for pricing copper. You may want to re-read the article on grading, and the forward 
in CQR first. 

When you attend the sale, allow plenty of time for lot viewing. View the coins and grade 
them in the following manner - SHARPNESS GRADE. NET GRADE, and most importantly, 
CONDITION . 

CONDITION is the key to grading, ranking and evaluating large cents. The introduction to 
CQR explains this complex concept. A lot of money can be lost by not getting the condition of a 
large cent correct. If you doubt this, look at the price differences in CQR for choice, average and 
scudzy. 


Don’t just rely on the grades in the catalogue, that’s trusting someone else with your money. 
A cataloguer’s j^ is to get the maximum return for a collection. Grade them yourself. A recent 
major auction sale had a 1794 large cent catalogued as AU50, light scratches, plated with the usual 
black and white plate and pedigreed. The coin sold for just over $5000 - a bargain you say. 
Wrong! If you looked this coin up in my Encyclopedia of Large Cents Vol. I for 1792 S-1 to 1796 
S-91, you found SHARPNESS: AU55, NET; VF30, CONDITION: Scudzy. 1 know - Noyes is way 
too conservative; but can you really be anything else with this much money involved? 

A few words about problem coins: any coin in Average Minus or Scudzy condition has 
problems or defects that could reduce the value of the coin considerably. The same may be true 
for a coin that is NETted down 3 or more grades from the SHARPNESS grade, for example, 
SHARPNESS: XF40, NET; VF25. It’s VERY important to personally view any lot you may be 
interested in owning. Only then are you ready to make educated bids. Know in advance exactly 
what you are getting. 

Okay, you’ve gone to the auction lot viewing and recorded SHARPNESS, NET and 
CONDITION for all the coins you might want to buy and some you want to see and grade for 
practice and comparison (if you’re smart, you’d have done that anyway, but . . .). Now comes our 
part of the challenge: we promise to publish in the March P-W our grades - SHARPNESS, NET, and 
CONDITION for virtually every lot. When you compare your catalogue with our grades, you’ll have 
something far more valuable - for better or worse - you’ll know how your grading compares with the 
grading used in CQR and the Noyes books. In the future, this information will save you thousands 
of dollars and add immeasurably to your enjoyment of early copper. 

See you all at Robbie Brown II which will surely be THE large cent event of 1996 - maybe 
of the 90's. 




-315- 


XXIX/ 171 


BOOK REVIEW 


Noyes’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents, Volume I. 1793 Sheldon 1 to 1796 Sheldon 91 by William C. 
Noyes 


I still haven’t figured out why I purchased this big grey book from Bill in the first place, except 
it was just out of the wrapper at EAC in Cincinnati and Bill seemed to think it was the best thing 
since sliced bread. Besides, maybe it would look more like I was there for me and not just as 
“John’s Mom.” 

Believe it or not, since then I have actually read the dam thing! Wow, there’s a BUNCH of 
information in this book!! Bill has meticulously listed all the large cent varieties from 1793 Sheldon 
1 to 1796 Sheldon 91 with DETAILED die descriptions and die state information. THEN, he lists 
and accurately describes every detail of the individual CONDITION CENSUS COINS with reliable 
and up-to-date pedigree & auction appearances (with prices realized). He grades each coin with 
sharpness, net and condition, systematically comparing and ranking them. 

It boggles my mind to think that any one person has taken it on himself to photograph, 
catalogue and describe EVERY important large cent. Bill includes all the major collections - both 
private and museum. If he has not personally photographed the coin (YETI!) He gives the location, 
auction appearance, or other reference for the coin. Even though there are no photographs in this 
book, his photo numbers are listed. 

This volume is the first of several. Now I don’t claim to know a great deal about copper - I’ve 
left most of that up to my son until now - but I am overwhelmed with the amount of work and study 
in this reference. The minute die state details are unbelievable. The coin history and pedigree 
chain pulls together information from catalogues across the country. The best part is that it’s easy 
to understand but . . . 

The book isn’t perfect. There are quite a few typographical errors. His sharpness to net 
grade on mint state coins can be hard to understand. The order is sometimes out of sync. These 
things need to be addressed before the next volume is printed - and I know they will be. 

Bill, congratulations! I hope everyone appreciates what you are trying to accomplish. Better 
yet, I hope they read your invitation to be a part of this project and get involved. Everyone will 
benefit. 

Gail Kraljevich (Better known to most EACers as “John’s Mom”) 

P.O. Box 1409 
Malvern, PA 19355 


************* 


GOOD SHOW 
Clay W. Everhart 


I live in Virginia and on Saturday, October 21st, I drove a long way to the MANA show in 
Pennsauken, N.J. Upon arrival, I was happy to see Bird, McGuigan, Long, Ellsworth, Noyes and 
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others, but where were Reynolds, Young, McCawley, Grellman and the rest? 

A bit upset, after about a half hour, I was elated to learn from a fellow EACer that some of 
the copper people were in a separate room this year, it was nice to have a lot of copper people in 
the same area. (I hope nobody left without discovering Tom and the others, like I almost did. There 
was a big sign, but somehow, dumb me had overlooked it!) 

Over the years I have narrowed my large cent interests to the point that now I collect only 
first hair style, draped busts: S-92 through S-164. Amazingly, for some reason, when I see that 
third curl on the shoulder, I lose interest. (Maybe that’s because there are so many coins with style 
two hair available ... I honestly doni know why I feel this way.) 

Anyway, I bought an awesome high grade S-157 from Tom, and a neat red book gripped 
edge variety from Doug. These purchases increased my point total by some 29 points! (My 
previous S-157 was a 7-coin.) I also traded and sold a couple of coins, too. 

Besides most of the NC coins. I’m missing three varieties between S-92 and S-164, and one 
of those three is an S-124. Well, I should say one of the coins I wss an S-124 . . . 

While walking around the copper room, I noticed a display case with 20 or 30 large cents 
in the comer. Each coin envelope was old, dog-eared, and written on. I know from past experience 
this is often a good sign. Needless to say, when I saw an old coin holder that said “S-124, G5" on 
it, my heart began to beat a little faster. But the coin itself was inside the envelope: I couldn’t see 
it. 


To make matters worse, the dealer was nowhere to be seen! With my luck, the guy 
probably just died and all his assets had been frozen until further notice. Chris Young was sitting 
at the next table and I asked him, “Where is this guy?” He didn’t know. I looked at the sign on the 
table: “Dave Palmer." I asked someone else, “Have you seen Palmer?” He said he didn’t know; 
“maybe he’s at one of the meetings.” Nobody knew where this guy was. 

Finally, after what seemed to be five hours, but in reality was five minutes. Palmer appeared. 
I asked him to see the S-124. He handed me the envelope. My philosophy with anything is to 
expect the worst, so whatever the result, it is usually not a disappointment. So, I wasn’t expecting 
much. 


However, I know in my heart that I would have bought that coin sight unseen. Even if it had 
been a scudzy, Fair-2, it was still better than what I currently had. 

My hands were trembling by this time. I took it out of the package. Unbelievable. The 
obverse was almost choice. A beauty. Well, I thought, there’s probably a big gash on the reverse. 
I slowly turned it over. Choice again. In my opinion, the coin is a very solid G5. (Perhaps better, 
but please don’t tell Dave that.) Needless to say, I now own it. 

So now, in a couple of hours, I had obtained one new variety and improved two of my 
varieties substantially. What a show! My thanks to those who put it together — great job. And my 
special thanks to that fellow EACer who told me about that other room . . . that room with the elusive 
S-124. 


************* 
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A SMALL LARGE CENT PUZZLE, REVISITED 

Harry E. Salyards 


No one solved my puzzle on page 283 of the September P-W : in fact, only one person even 
tried-new member Jim Haller, who was hopelessly handicapped by his lack of a copy of Penny 
Whimsy . So let’s try it again, this time with some additional clues. 

Recall that Jim Hart had an S-258 with “15" punched into the edge under the date, and that 
I said I’d puzzled out the answer “on a similar coin about 15 years ago” . . . Actually, I have three 
other edge-punched coins that form a pattern with Jim’s: 

S-236, edge-punched “12" 

S-261, edge-punched “18" 

S-263, edge-punched “7" 

I’ve also examined another: lot 546 in the Jack Robinson Sale, S-248, was edge-punched 
“21" - though this is not mentioned in the catalog description - and forms a kind of addendum to 
the series. 

Now who can tell me what the series of edge numbers refers to? 


************* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


ROXANNE GOLDBERG writes, 

I am new to EAC and would like to help members with their U.S. tax questions. I would 
charge nothing for the service, providing it requires very little research on my part. I am looking 
more to help my fellow EAC members, rather than get a financial gain from this. I have been a CPA 
for over 4 years, an accountant for over 15 years. 

I may be reached at P.O. Box 0116, Wyncote, PA 19095, or phone (215) 635 - 1271 . 

By the way, I went to the MANA show in Pennsauken, NJ in October and met Tom Reynolds 
and Chris McCawley, as well as other fine members of EAC. 


RICK COLEMAN writes. 

Attention proof half cent owners . I am collecting information on proof half cents. I am 
interested in the pedigree, weights and description of any proof half cent in your collection. All 
information will be treated confidentially. I will share non-confidential info with contributors. 

I would also like to invite members who have or wish they had any proof half cents to bring 
either their coins or their wishes to the Philadelphia Convention. I will do the same. Thanks, and 
I will see you there. 

P.O. Box 1105 Crosby, TX 77532 

(713) 328 - 5808 

************* 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines 
are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID 
IN ADVANCE. A full-page ad is $80, one-third page is $30. Ads should be limited to early 
American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the January 15, 1996 issue is 
December 31 , 1995. All ads must include the individual membership number of a current member 
in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 North Minnesota 
Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901 . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise . nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described 
therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions 
arising or relating to any advertisement in Pennv-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. 
Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President of Early 
American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, or terminations of 
membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book": JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN; The CENT Book is all I’d dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents 1 found a number of other books confusing and 
hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but yours 
is the best. 

JULES REIVER; Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 
be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures are 
so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF ~ BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


ALAN WEINBERG, EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Street Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(818)348-3749 

Paying Choice CQR+25% for 1793 Chain cents in conservatively graded VF-25 or Better. Problem- 
free surfaces and rims, well struck, good color. Particularly want S-1 AMERl, but want all other 
Chain varieties, too. 

Also want choice EF-40 and better Massachusetts Oak and Pine Tree silver coinage. Full 
undipped flans, well struck. Paying top dollar. And pre-1900 American medals in silver or gold, old 
“saloon” or military fort tokens and territorial / post trader tokens. 

************* 


PETER SETIAN, EAC 3529 PO Box 570 Wilbraham, MA 01095 

(413) 596-9871 

FOR SALE: 

1833 N-4 EF40 Average to Choice, medium brown and pleasing surfaces. $ 775 

************* 


-319- 


XXIX/ 171 


BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 


P.O. Box 951988 


Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 
(407) 321 - 8747 


For Sale; Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 
1840 - 1857 . The reference for attributing late date large cent. Autographed on 
request. $70 postpaid. 

Attribution Service: I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. I will attribute your cents 
or $1 each plus return postage. This charge includes crud removal when necessary, 
and I'll include my opinion as to sharpness and net grades if requested. No quantity 
limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Want Lists: Send me your want list for late date cents. I can help. 


JON LUSK, EAC #351 do Digital Dynamics 
3055 Plymouth Rd 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 
(313) 995 - 2400 

Now available: Penny-Wise Research Library on CD-ROM. 

All 27 years, with articles, ads, and pictures. Fully searchable. Playable on DOS, Windows, or the 
Macintosh. Disc . . . $94.00, Shipping . . . $4.00 

Please add $5.00 if you are not an EAC member or give your EAC # 

□ DOSA/Vindows □ Mac (Check one) 

(Note; If you're a new member and your EAC# was announced within the previous four months you 
can deduct $10.00, i.e. $84 plus $4 shipping) 




What others think of “The CENT Book”; Mabel Ann Wright 

EAC #78 

TOM DOLOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends 
a warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn’t leave out 
a thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what 
I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO; The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice 
touch and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF ~ BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


**ic****-k***ie* 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $8.50 each 

Jeweler’s tissue 4x4 Box of 1 ,000 sheets $7.50 250 sheets $2.50 

Xylol - 4 oz. Bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 ' $8.50 per 1 ,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. Bottle $2.50 

Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum 

foil pressings ~ medium size $34.00 large size $37.00 
Notary Press — unconverted — for the do-it-yourselfer med. $1 7.00 Ig. $1 9.00 
Double Row Coin Storage Box for 2 x 2 holders 14 inches long 

premium quality heavy duty 103 wgt. pasteboard — Color Red or Black $4.25 ea. 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2 x 2 coin envelopes colors GRAY, BROWN, or WHITE 

box of 500 $1 0.00 Send SASE for sample. 

Cotton liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interest. Fit inside 

standard 2x2 coin envelopes. Send SASE for sample $20.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics extra wide 

13/16 inch lens best glass on market to my knowledge $39.00 each w / cord 

Sulfur ointment 1 0% 1 + oz. Jar $2.50 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816 - 35 37 pgs. $4.00 

Add $3.25 per order ($3.75 for western states) for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must give 
a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 


************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 PO Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 

(402) 895 - 3065 


1842 

N4 

R2 

XF45 

$ 185 

Large Date. Brown with smooth surfaces. 

1846 

N2 

R2 

XF45 

165 

Small Date. Brown with smooth surfaces. 

1848 

N23 

R3+ 

AU50 

375 

Brown with smooth surfaces. Tied for CC#6. 

1848 

N28 

R1 

XF45 

140 

Brown with smooth surfaces. Ex-Jack Robinson, 
Lot 1432. 

1850 

N7 

R3- 

AU58 

260 

Brown with smooth surfaces. 

1851 

N16 

R3 

AU50 

210 

Brown with smooth surfaces. 

1851 

N31 

R3+ 

AU50+ 

260 

Brown with smooth surfaces. 

SEND 

NAME AND 

ADDRESS TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 


************* 
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HARRY E. SAL YARDS, EAC #799 606 North Minnesota Ave. 


Hastings, NE 68901 


Counterfeit Geo. Ill halfpence: 

1773, VF, punch-linked to Anton / Kesse #17 & #84, and sharing an obverse with the 
latter $ 50 

1 775, Fair and 1 775, AG, the pair 1 0 

Canadian "Blacksmith Copper”, Wood-1 . Fair by L.C. standards, but similar to Tayior:1001, 

called ‘Fine’ 25 

HIT, Low #19, VF 20 

HIT, Low #62, VF 20 

Or buy the group of six for $100, ppd. 


************* 


ROBERT 2AVOS, EAC #2502 1007 Savannah Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


Bowers & Ruddy 

73-81 

Bowers & Ruddy 

3/26/87 

Ed Cogan 

5/6/1878 

Harmer Rooke 

3 / 17/ 90 

Pine Tree 

2/15/75 

Stacks 

2/ 10/82 

Stacks 

12/8/83 

Stacks 

6/13/84 

Bowers & Ruddy 


Lapp & Silverman 



$3 postage per order 


Garrett Collection Sales SB Fine to VF+ 

Frederick Taylor; VF, pr outstanding collection of Colonial & State Coinage 
John Swan Randall - many hoard Large Cent lots, world coins, etc. VF unopened 
Joseph T. Rose Collection of US Large Cents VF 

EAC SALE - Ct, Vt, Colonials, Large Cents; catalogued by Walter Breen like new Pr 

Robison Collection; US Silver, Copper, Col. Coins; VF; xpr 

John L. Roper, 2nd Collection of Colonial & Early Am Coins; VF+ xpr 

Floyd Starr Large Cents; New; Pr 

US Half Cents : 1S62; Gold Cover; deluxe edition; 47 p. VF 

US Large Cents 1793 - 1857 . 1375 Quarterman, 647 p dj VF+ 

free numismatic literature list with many copper related catalogues and books 


$35 
$75 
$25 
$ 15 
$70 
$20 
$25 
$25 
$ 12 
$ 35 


************* 


SOL SCHAFFER, EAC #3887 PO Box 174 Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034 


1723 

Wood’s Farthing, 

Breen 172. G, porous 

$ 10 

1787 

NJ Maris 43-d 

VG to F, minor edge defect 

48 

1787 

NJ Maris 64-t 

VG, some obverse pitting. 

38 

1788 

NJ Maris 50-f 

“Head left”, AG to G, bold date 

73 

1787 

Conn. M.13-D 

(R-4) F+, nice, minor edge ding 

68 

1788 

Conn. M.2-D 

VG 

38 



Please add $3 postage. 



************w 


GARY TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 3103 Chatham Rd. Endweil, NY 13760 


FOR SALE: 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 33.19 - Z.2 

CHOICE FA/F. Draped bust left. Rarity - 3. Smooth dark tan fields with light tan legends 

and devices. Full legends and date. A very pleasing coin with no problems. $105.00 
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WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #363 


Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken - the Noyes books won the 
1992 f U.S. Large Cents 1793 - 1814 . $130) and 1993 ( U.S. Large Cents 1 816 - 1.839, 
$105) Early American Coppers Literary Awards -- Accept no imitations! Order both today 
for $195 postpaid. 

Now also available: the newest Noves’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 
through 1796 Sheldon-91 , for $65 postpaid. 

Order from: Lithotech - Noyes, 1600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431. 

************* 


TOM NEWMAN, EAC #4001 POB 1 72 Hawthorne, NJ 07507 - 01 72 

(201)238-1049 

ADD SOME VARIETIES TO YOUR COLLECTION: Attributed Large Cents for the collector without 
a pack of money. A decent number of Sheldon and Newcomb varieties in the $4 to $200 range. 
A few Bob Grellman attributed and graded R5's. FREE LIST priced for fast turnover. 30-day 
postage included return. No “Condition Census” coins on this list, but there’s a far greater chance 
that someone famous bought a cold one with a couple of these. Maybe Abe Lincoln put this one 
on the train track? Not even a challenge!!!! Clearly a 186 even though the denominator’s all that 
can be seen. 


************* 


RICHARD L. CODAY, EAC #3171 P.O. Box 1 701 Bakersfield, CA 93302 

(805) 323 - 4507 


1794 “Head of ‘93" 

1796 “LIHERTY” 

1797 S-1 20a 
1798S-155 


LARGE CENTS WANTED 

1800 S-1 90 & 191 

1801 S-219 
1817 all “mice” 

1831 N-12/ 1 - 12/3 


1834 N-5 
1840 N-2 
1840 N-9 
1847 N-2 


Please write or call and describe what you have for sale. Not a bargain hunter. Send stamp for my 
sell list (#16 and #16A). Thank you. 


************* 


MIKE RUBIN, EAC #2188 Box 70642 Marietta, GA 30007 

(770) 977 - 4573 

WANTED : ALL OFF-CENTER HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS. Please write or ship with 
price desired. Thank you. 

FOR SALE : 1 794 - SI 9a R6 / VG-7 sharpness, net G-5. Nice glossy brown, rim bump at K- 

5. Date is weak but clear. Very nice coin and rare. $975.00 

************* 
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DENNIS FUOSS, EAC #3824 


P.O. Box 2036 


Beaverton, OR 97075 


FOR SALE: 


1799 

S189/R3- 

2/2 

Gray / brown. Low grade, but problem-free 1799 
All date numerals visible. Little REV detail. 

$415 

1818 

N10/R1 

60/60 

Lustrous olive / tan. Only defect of note is a small 
REV plan, flaw on rim @ “ED”. PCGS MS62 

249 

1831 

N5/R4 

10/6 

Smooth chestnut brown. Few light rim bumps 
Central REV is weak. 

37 


Coins are ppd., 15-day return privilege 
WANTED: 

I would like to obtain 1797, SI 30 / 1798, SI 73 / 1800, S21 1 in problem-free GOOD - VF 
Can pay COR, please write with description & your asking price. 


RICK COLEMAN, EAC #3351 P.O. Box 1105 Crosby, TX 77532 

(713) 328 - 5808 


Half Cents 




1793 

C-3 

EF-40+ 

Choice 

$13,500 

1796 

C-1 

AG-3 

No pole. Obv. G-4, Rev. Fair-2. 
Smooth and choice for the grade. 

18,500 

1804 

C-6 

VF-30 

Braig 6.5. Tan. Rev. scratches. 

400 


C-6 

VG-10 

Braig 7.2. Nice coin. 

250 

1804 

C-8 

VF-30 

Die stage VIII, nice brown coin. 

250 

1805 

C-1 

AU-55 

ex. R. Leonard. 

900 

1806 

C-3 

G-5 

Die stage III, with cud. 5 known 

10,500 

1825 

C-2 

AU-55 

Obv. Mottled brown, rev. steely and 
Nearly mint, lump on edge. 

425 

1851 

C-1 

AU-55 

Choice tan. Stars, LIBERTY and parts 
of bust doubled. 

150 

1851 

C-1 

MS 

Some red. Stars, LIBERTY and parts of 
bust doubled. 

400 

1853 

C-1 

MS 

PCGS 63 RB. 

1,850 

1854 

C-1 

MS 

Red brown. 

400 

1856 

C-1 

MS 

Red. 

850 


************* 


TOM MADIGAN, EAC #3188 3141 SW 26 St., #4 Miami, FL 33133 

(305) 444 - 6484 

1817 N-2 reverse brockage. Graded G6 (net) by Del Bland, attribution confirmed by 

John Wright. Smooth chocolate brown and nice. The bad news is that someone, long ago, 
scraped ONE CENT off the reverse (not the brockage side). Tony Terranova suggested that it was 
once mounted so as to show off the brockage, and the mount was later scraped off. It’s the same 
color now as the rest of the coin. Price $385.00. I also have a list of cheap Colonials, half cents, 
Conders, 1806 quarter, etc. Send for list; stamp appreciated. 


************* 
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PETER MOSIONDZ, JR., EAC #1486 P.O. Box 1483 Bellmawr, NJ 08099 - 5483 

(609) 627 - 6865 (evenings) 

Jim Mariani (NY) please contact me. I’ve misplaced your address / phone number. 

I’m interested in purchasing numismatic literature for my personal library, especially some Bowers 
publications that I need, such as certain auction catalogs (must be with PR), Rare Coin Reviews 
and Bowers price lists. Write first with a complete description, including your asking price. I will 
then indicate whether or not I’d be interested in purchasing the items. 

I am putting together a list of collectors who would be interested in receiving my forthcoming 
numismatic price lists. If you would like to get on my mailing list, please indicate your collecting 
interests and drop me a line. 

Finally, if you have any coins for sale, please write and describe them. If I’m interested, i’il ask you 
to ship for my offer. Sorry, I cannot make any offers on coins without seeing them first. 

************* 

COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 


For my personal collection, which 1 have been gathering since 1955, 1 desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialities, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. (At this point I 
am not interested in stray initials, numbers, or names that cannot be identified as to 
geographical location or trade). I would be pleased to make an offer for any coins 
submitted to me, or invite you to send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking 
for any bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let 
me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 P.O. Box 2018 


Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 979 - 1942 


1798 

S-177 

1807 

S-271 

1814 

S-295 

1820/19 

N-2 

1823 

N-2 

1824 

N-2 

1829 

N-3 

1832 

N-2% 

1835 

N-19 

1839 

N-7 

1844/81 

N-2 


R5 GD-6 / GD-4 Grellman attribution card, steel brown. 
COMET E-MDS PCGS VF-30 medium brown, famous type coin 
Plain 4 F-12 / 10 steel brown 
Small Overdate EDS VF-20 steel brown 

NGC-XF-45 glittering chestnut BN, net 35, EDS, will trade for S-264 

VF-30 / 25 pleasing chocolate BN, ex-McCawley / Burress 

Small Ltrs Reverse PCGS VF-25 net 20, chestnut and medium BN 

PCGS AU-50, net 45 tan BN, bold doubling, RSB lot 730 

R6 VG-8 plus / VG-7 tan BN, Grellman attribution card 

Booby Head PCGS VF-25 medium BN 

AU-50 net EF-45- shades of BN, recolored, Grellman card 


Postage, any order, $3.00 extra 


$ 79 
695 
65 
150 
2,850 
150 
225 
550 
895 
99 
379 


************* 
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GEORGE R. TROSTEL, EAC #669 P.O. Box 945 Southington, CT 06489 

1 - 203 - 628 - 9927 

1 787 MBR M1 1 ,2-K R-3 obv / scratch V. Good $ 60.00 

1787 DBL M33.5-T.2 R-5 Rev. flan flaw V. Good 60.00 

1787 DBL M33.32-Z.13 R-1 Late state with bulge beneath ORI, 

flan lamination on obv. V. Good 65.00 

1 788 MBL Ml 1-6 R-2 dark and patinated V. Good 60.00 

1788 DBL M16.1-H R-2 porous, edge clip V. Good 60.00 

1 788 DBL Ml 6.2-0 R-6 surfaces uniformly porous, and natural 

fissures on rev, some weakness 1 25.00 

1 787 DBL M33.8-Z.13 R-6 Die alignment 210 late state, with break 
through A and with I of Auctori connected to colon by wedge 
shape die break, very scarce variety FINE 250.00 

1 787 DBL M33.29-Z.7 R-6 some faint flan flaws on both sides. 

Late die state, swollen dies. Overall coin if Fine+ 275.00 

1787 DBL M33.39-S.1 late die state, with obv. bulge beneath chin 
and AUCT Rev. die crack from rim to libertys face, and 
another left of this R-2 142.5 grains, overall EX-FINE 525.00 

1793 S-3 FAIR Obv. Liberty and face, no date Rev. some letters 

and full chain 500.00 

EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen, #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

Penny-Wise, 1967 - 1994 complete; ‘67 - ‘80 copies, ‘81 - ‘94 originals, in 23 notebooks. 

Sent postpaid. $ 550 

New Netherlands No. 39, 11 / 50 John Pawling Half Cents 15 

New Netherlands No. 50, 12 / 57, notes by JWP 40 

New Netherlands No. 59, 6 / 67, LC’s, Colonials, & literature 18 

Stack’s William Van Roden, posted and PRL 7 

Stack’s Kissner, 6 / 75, 1794s 12 

Kolbe, Mendelsen, 10/92, literature 11 

Kagin’s, No. 331 , GENA 10/83, PRL 7 

Peters, Jess, No. 78, Coins & Tokens of Caribees, 6/75 15 

Want Lists Solicited. Shipping Three Dollars per order. 

************* 
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Jack H„ Robinson, EAC #1308 P. 0, Box 9426 McLean, Virginia 22102 

I have haid a lot of response to my o-f-fer in thco; September iV'Vbi P/'W, and 
I t !"i a n k y o u al l -F o r y o u r • s u p p o r' t , 

Bill Mayes has an article in this issue o-f P/W that o-f + ers an interesting 
"Challenge".. The RSB2 sale promises to be another magnificent event that 
will enter into the "Hall of EAC Fame?", The? extre?mely broad range of uie^c,. 
that make up the RSB2 Collection will cover the entire spectrum of grades 
AND condition that make up this wonderful area of Early Copper collecting. 

The collection certainly covers rarity and will be a true test of the 
"Market." as we know it. to exist in EAC terms cis it will attract, the "right" 
mix of buyers. We will learn the "current value" of many Condition Census 
pieces. Pui-"ther , we will have many opinions of whad".'. actual gr aides "really 
are" that will be backed up in "the real hea'h of t? at "tie on the auction floor,. 


I look forwatrd to ano'ther outstanding catailog from Superior (what else 
would you expect.) with ca’t. al ogi ng b-y Del Blar'id as to his opinion as "to "the 
grade of each piece in the sale. Will there be differences in opinion? 

W I") a t a d u m b q i.i e s t i o n ! 

I will be happy to help any EAC member with CKny questions or represeri'ti ng 
them at The Sale if you wish ■- just give me a call, anytime. 


■K- 


•X* *5‘1' 4^' 




•■j-pe ;i,4th Edition of CQF: ( al one./on 1 "y ) is available for $30,00. The 
14th and 15th Edition (purchased together) is available for a total price 
of $50.00. 

The 13th Edition of C(3R is still available for $30„00. 

We offer the "Jack H. Robinson Sale" catalocj for $40„00, -x-k- POSTFd-ilD. 

This is for the original softbound version with prices realised. 

We c? f f e r ■ B 0 T i- -I original three i'- i i-i g b i n d e r“ v o 1 u m e s o -f t ti e G r ■ e 1 1 in a n 1 c? o s e 
leaf "Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1S40 1E157" with 

the " Q i.i i c k -- f i n d e i'" ' ' s i,.i p p 1 e m e t f o r a p o s t f? a i d p i'- i c. e a f $ S 5 , 


a.- 






W e o f "f e I'" the f o 1 1 o w i i"i g o r i g i n a 1 e a i'- 3. i e i'- e d i t i o n s of C !3 F( , p o s t f? a :i. d ; 


1st 

E" di t i on 

12/31/S3 

$ 5 „ 00 

3rd 

f.'di ti on 

12/31/35 

7 . 00 

4th 

Ed i t i ori 

09/15/86 

7 . 00 

5th 

Ec:i :i. t i ori 

12/31 /EE! 6 

7. 00 

7th 

EEd i t i on 

12/31/87 

1 C> .. 00 

ath 

fcu::l i. "t i ori 

01/31/39 

8. 00 

9th 

Eld i t i ori 

03/31 /90 

8, 00 

10th 

Ei-Idi t i on 

03/31/91 

EE! . 00 

1 :i.tl-i 

Eldi t i on 

02/29/92 

1 0 . OC) 

12th 

l.Ed i "t i on 

03/31/93 

3 . OiE) 






(Sheldon Varieties Only) 

(First use of Condi "t ion Levels) 
(Updated ) 

(UpcJated af tei'" F(SB Sale) 

(F-irst Bound Edition) 

( U p d a "t e d a "f t e r J i -F F( S a :i. e ) 

( Updated ) 

(Upda’ted ) 

(Up d a t e d w i t f "i C C c: o m p a r" i s o n data) 
(Updated ) 


¥.• ¥:■ ->f 
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1794 NO 11 VG-8 


1834 N-7 Proof 50 Bronzed 


0^SEND 


ME THE ROBINSON S. BROWN, JR. AUCTION CATALOGUE 


NAME 


QUANTITY CATALOGUES 


AMOUNT 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ AMERICAN EXPRESS 


ACCOUNT NO. 


EXPIRATION DATE 


SIGNATURE 



$20.00 (In the U.S.) 

SOFT BOUND CATALOGUE 



$40.00 (Outside U.S.) 

SOFT BOUND CATALOGUE 



$50.00 (In the U.S.) 

HARD BOUND CATALOGUE 


SUBTOTAL 


CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS 
ADD 8.25% SALES TAX 



TOTAL 

CREDIT CARD, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ACCEPTED. PAYABLE TO SUPERIOR STAMP & COIN, an a-mahk company 


PW003 


CONCLUSION 

A must for every collector, dealer 
and researcher. Undoubtedly this will be 
the best catalogue for 1996. 


Ira M. Goldberg 
Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Mark E. Goldberg 


SupeejorStamp^Coin 

AN A-MAAS COMfANT 

9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212-4299 
TEL 310-203-9855 TOLL FREE 800-421-0754 
FAX 310-203-0496 

INTERNET (http://www.amark.com/amark/) 
BONDED CALIFORNIA AUCTIONEERS 


Superior Stamp & Coin, An A-Mark company is very prouci 
to announce an important auction in Beverly Hills, California 

The Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 
Collection of Large Cents 

1793^1839 


lANUARY 27, 1996 


1793 NG6 VG-8 


1795 S-79 Good-6 

REEDED EDGE 


1794 NC-10 VG-10 


1798 NC-4 


FACTS AND FIGURES 

ESTIMATED VALUE 

$1,800,000. 

LOT VIEWING 

December 18, 1995 through January 27, 1996 

NUMBER OF LOTS 

approximately 680 

CATALOGUED AND GRADED BY 

Del Bland 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Each and every lot will be photographed. 

PRICE OF CATALOGUE 

$20.00 (U.S,) / $40,00 (Outside U.S.) 

SPECIAL HARDBOUND 
LIBRARY EDITION 

$50.00, Limited printing of 250 copies. 

(Tfte Brown 1 Salo hardbounds were sold out before 
the auction and were selling for ovor $100.00 in the 
after market.) Order now before it’s sold out. 

SPECIAL LEATHER BOUND EDITION 

With special photography and enlargements. 
Limited to 5 copies. One available. P.O.R. 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS CATALOGUE 

New research information with complete 
pedigrees and the best photography 
utilized in the industry. 

THE EARLY DATES 

Of the 355 known varieties, this sale 
contains 350. Missings are 5 N.C.'s. 

THE MIDDLE DATES 

Complete by Newcomb. This is the only 
time that a complete middle date set 
has ever been auctioned. 
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Give him/her a 

%*E^S<PECIAL gi^ 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 



SCOTT BROCKELMAN, EAC #3200 P.O. Box 21 14 Hurst, TX 76053 

(817)595 - 4468 

1793 S-1 ELECTROTYPE NICE F - VF OF A SCARCE VARIETY $175 

1 787 Conn 1 3-D unusual piece struck from misaligned dies obv. off center, 

REV. centered LDS OBV HAS F DETAIL & NICE GLOSSY SURFACES 75 

1 787 Conn 21 -DD R-6 a very nice honey brown F, small clip at K9 a very scarce and 

DESIRABLE PIECE 200 

1 787 Conn 37.3-1 nice tan planchet rev off center interesting 40 

1 788 Conn 1 6.5-H R-6 DARK SMOOTH PLANCHET CLIP AT K-7 OLD SCRAPE BEHIND HAIR 

2 MM, A NICE F EXAMPLE OF AVERY SCARCE COIN 150 

1 786 NJ 14-J DETAIL OF AN UNC COIN BUT ROUGH & CORRODED 50 

1 787 NJ 43-D VF / EF DETAIL DARK POROUS SQUARE SPOT ON OBV. 40 

1 787 NJ 64-T UNC DETAIL BUT ROUGH & CORRODED PERHAPS DUG UP 50 

1 787 NJ 48-F VF+ DETAIL ON AN EVENLY PITTED PLANCHET SCARCE 75 




EARLY AMERICAN NUMISMATICS P.O. Box 2442 LaJolla, CA 92038 

DANA LINETT, EAC #1288 (619) 459 - 4159 

Early American Numismatics Auctions, Inc., has become the first company of its type, worldwide, 
to provide a complete catalog listing of their upcoming auction, including digital images of all 
significant lots, via the Internet. 

The first on-line catalog is already fully accessible and on the Internet representing EAN’s 
December 2, 1995 Mail / Phone / Fax Auction Sale. This sale includes 1,068 lots of rare Colonial 
and World Coins, Colonial, Fractional and U.S. Large Size Currency, Important Autographs, 
Documents, Encased Postage Stamps, and Americana. 

EAN’s catalogs may be seen on the Internet at their URL address http://web.coin- 
universe,com/earlyamerican/. If you prefer the old-fashioned way and would like to subscribe to 
receive physical catalogs, a one year subscription to EAN’s catalogs may be purchased for $36. 

************* 


BUTTERNUT, EAC #1901 P.O. Box 313 Clifton, VA 22024 

STEVEN ELLSWORTH (703) 802 - 0252 


1796 

1804 

1793 

1799/8 

1818 

1821 

1846 

1857 


C-2 Half Cent with Pole G-4+ Strong Obv. & date, typical weak reverse 
C-8 Half Cent Spiked Chin VF35 Excellent! 

S-3 Chain America / Lean R F15 nice planchet, lite obv. porosity 
S-1 88 VF-30 corroded, pits Net F-1 2 PCI Graded VF30 Corroded 
N-10 MS63 Great Coin! 

N-1 PCI Graded AU55, Obv. Cor. Spot, Late State 
N-23 R-6 Tall Date VG-7 Ex-EAC ‘95, #427 

N-4 Small Date MS 60 Ex-EAC ‘95, #491 


$6;a} 

275 

4860 

5500 

475 

1,100 

290 

325 
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2nd PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OFNUMISMATIC LITERATURE. JANUARY 27, 1996. 

FEATURING THE COURTNEY L. COFFING COLLECTION. 

GOOD EDUCATIONAL NUMISMATIC LITERATURE IN EXCEPTIONAL CONDITION. 

193 1 partially- priced post- ANA sale. FIRST TIME OFFERED-1936 ANA sale. Matt Rothert's original manuscripts 
for "A Guide Book of U.S. Fractional Currency". Early Canadian CNA &. Canadian Coin Exchange sales & FPL. 
John Adams' 2 sewn but unbound books. 1963 Babelon in mint condition. Detroit Philatelist Periodical with 
George Heath as 1st President. Bound 1st 4 volumes of Mason's Coin & Stamp Collectors Magazine with 2 plates. 
Rare Katen 28th sale. First appearance of Lee's 1874 Roman Imperial Photographs. Mint copies of Wroth reprints. 
Ravel coll, of Tarentine Coins. 1st Haseltine fixed price list. 51 R.C. Bell articles. Oriental Numismatic Society. 
TITLES BY; Akerman, Belden, Bolender, Bowers, Bradbeer, Breglia, Breton, Davenport, Elder, Friedberg, Grant, 
Harris, Heath, Hibbler, Kahn, Maris, Pye, Smith, Steigerwalt, Venn, Charlton, Empire Coin, Sotheby, Fro.ssard, 
Mehl, Sage, Bangs, Scott Stamp & Co, Galster, Porteous, Rauta, Schulthess-Rechberg, Sobin and more. World 
wide material from the Americas, Europe, Eastern Europe and Asia for your consideration. United States Paper 
Money, Copper, Colonial, Tokens, Silver, Patterns, etc. Plus continuing articles. Call l'800-789'7005, Order 
your auction catalog now for $10.00 or a numbered copy for $12.95. 8 guest catalogcrs will again assist in 
cataloging this sale to help you "Discover what's behind the cover" and remember, I accept Visa-Mastercard. 
1 will have a table at the 1996 FUN show and look forward to doing business, meeting, or chatting with you. 
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Editor’s Afterword 


While it is widely known that Frank H. Stewart published a History 
of the First United States Mint, Its People and Operations in 1924, 
it is not generally known that this privately printed volume was 
actually copyright by the Frank H. Stewart Electric Company; or that 
before the old Mint building was demolished, Stewart offered it to 
the City of Philadelphia for historic preservation. His efforts were 
unsuccessful. The letters which follow are surely a testament to 
bureaucratic buck-passing. 

“July 7, 1911. 


Honorable John E. Reyburn, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Dear Sir ; 

I am the owner of the first United States Mint Building, located 
in the rear of 37 and 39 North Seventh Street. This building was 
the first building erected by the Federal Government and was the sole 
United States Mint from 1792 to 1832. 

It should be preserved in Fairmount Park, so that the present 
and future generations may see it. Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, 
Boudinot, Rittenhouse and other great men were frequent visitors and 
greatly interested in its operations. 

I will give it to the City of Philadelphia for preservation if 
satisfactory arrangements can be made for its removal that will not 
interfere with the conduct of our business or the erection of a new 
building. 

If you are not interested or cannot interest the proper persons 
in this matter, the building will be demolished, and, like the budding 
in which Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, be lost 
forever. 

I feel it to be my duty to offer this historic building to you as 
the chief magistrate of our great City for such consideration as you 
feel due an old relic of our early national life. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Frank FI. Stewart.” 
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XXIX / 171 


“office of the mayor 


PlirLADELPHIA 


Me. Feank II. Stewart^ 

35 N. Seventh Street, 

Pliiladelphia, Pa. 


July 12, 1911. 


Dear Sir : 

I de.sire to acknowledge receipt of your coiiiiiiutiicatloii of July 
7tli, containing a public spirited offer to donate your property for 
preservation because of its having been the first building erected by 
the Federal Government and the sole United States Mint from 1792 
to 1832, and to inform you that I will give this matter consideration 


and sec if It can be placed in some public square and preserved as a 
City monument. 


With expressions of my sincere appreciation of your generous 
and public spirited offer, which is as rare as it is unique, I am 


Yours very truly, 

(Signed) John E. Reyburn, 

Mayor.” 


“August 4, 1911. 

AJr. George W. B. Hicks, Executive Officer, 

Permanent Comprehensive Plans Committee, 

Philadelphia, i Pennsylvania. 

My Dear Mr. Hicks : 

Your letter of the 2nd instant, stating that you had reported to 
His Honor, Mayor Reyburn, the impossibility of doing anything at 
this time for the restoration of the Old Mint, is at hand. 

I feel very keen disappointment, and it seems to me a great 
mistake has been made. I was willing to bear all expense of tearing 
the building down and putting the materials on the street, free of 
expense to the City, and if I were able to afford it I should have 
offered to bear the expense of re-erection on any spot the City might 
select. 

I have had a photographer to take about two dozen photographs 
of the buildings, and if at any time you desire any of them, I am at 
your service. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Frank H. Stewart.” 


IIONORABER JoiTN E. KeyBURN, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sir : 


“July 21, 1911. 


Referring to your much appreciated letter of the 12th instant, 
regarding the old Mint Building in the rear of 37 and 39 North 
Seventh Street; I have received all the bids for a new building and am 
about ready to let the contract. If it is possible for you to have the 
old building preserved it should be photographed and measured at 
once. 


The contractors have figured on u.sing the old brick and stone in 
:he walls of the new building, and if this is not to be the case I shall 
lavc to make arrangements with the successful bidder to turn over 
he old materials to your representative. 

The building is quite small and it may be possible to place it on 
he street for your representative to haul away at a convenient time, 
jntil I received your letter, it had never occurred to me that it might 
)c le-erccted on hrankhn Square, which is only^ a short distance away. 

1 he building is about 35 by 30 and two stories high with a basc- 
iient. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Frank H. Stewart.” 
“office of the mayor 


IHN E. Reyburn, 
Mayor. 


Philadelphia 


August 2, 1911. 


[r. Frank H. Stewart, 

35 North Seventh Street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

1y Dear Mr. Stewart : 

His Honor, Mayor Reyburn, has referred your letter of July 21st 
I me, and I have reported to him that it is impossible for us to do 
lything in the way of buydng material or undergoing any expense 
hatsoevei at this time for the restoration of the Old Alint, inasmuch 
: it requires a specific appropriation for such expenditures, and 
ouncils have now adjourned for the summer. I have sent to Rau, 
le photographer to find out whether he had a good photograph of 
i6 building, and he informed me that he has ; so that it will be im- 
issible for us to do anything that now comes to mind in the way 
preserving said property. 

1 hanking you for the great interest you have taken in the matter, 
id for past favors, I am 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) George W. B. Hicks, 

Executive Officer, 

Permanent Comprehensive Plans Committee.” 

*****■»(•** 
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“OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
Philadelphia 

August 7, 1911. 

John E. Reyburn, 

Mayor. 

Mr. Frank IT. Stewart, 

35 North Seventh Street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

My Dear Mr. Stewart ; 

I join in your keen disappointment as to the City being unable 
to spend any money at this time for the purpose mentioned in your 
recent correspondence. 

You may think that the City does many things that are less im- 
portant than this ; it is not the fact that the City has not the money, 
but the condition is governed entirely by the fact that the legislative 
body that is required to pass ordinances for all expenditures is not 
meeting now on account of the summer vacation period, and it would 
be impossible for us to do anything in the way of formulating, pre- 
senting or having passed legislation at this time to fit the deserving 
case that you have mentioned and I would not for one moment have 
you think that it was a lack of interest on the part of qither Mayor 
Reyburn or myself that governed our reply to your communication. 
Again thanking you for your interest, I am 

Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) George W. B. Hicks.” 


The destruction of historic places in Philadelphia will 
undoubtedly continue as heretofore but it certainly is a 
regrettable matter that the Declaration blouse and the 
First United States- Mint building, half a square apart 
on the same street, both of which could have been pre- 
served forever to the American people for a sum of not 
much more than Ten Thousand Dollars, had to be sac- 
rificed with so little sentiment or regard for posterity. 


— pp. 148-153 Of Stewart. 


* * * * * 


